




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING IN THE WILDERNESS
John 1:19–28

Key Verse: 1:23

1.
 What had John already said about Jesus, and what did it mean? (15) Who came to investigate John, and why? (19–20; Lk3:15) Why did they send priests and Levites instead of coming in person? Read verse 20. In light of the people’s expectations, what temptation did John face? What can we learn from his confession?
2.
 In verse 21, why were they thinking about “Elijah” and “the Prophet”? (See Mal4:5; Dt18:15.) Notice how John’s answers about himself get shorter and shorter. Why did he not want to talk about himself? What can you learn here?

3.
 Why did the priests and Levites just want an answer to take back to those who sent them? (22) How might people still be doing something like this today?

4.
 Read verse 23. Why is it important that John found his mission in God’s word? What does it mean that he was just “a voice”? What does “the wilderness” symbolize? What does it mean to “make straight the way for the Lord”? What can we learn from John about how to be a witness of Jesus?

5.
 What did the Pharisees ask, and why? (24–25) How did John turn the conversation again to Jesus? (26–27) What was his attitude toward Jesus, and why? How can we have this kind of attitude?
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