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 “COME, AND YOU WILL SEE”
John 1:35–51
Key Verses: 1:38–39
“Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, ‘What do you want?’ They said, ‘Rabbi’ (which means ‘Teacher’), ‘where are you staying?’ ‘Come,’ he replied, ‘and you will see.’ So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.”

Today’s passage is all about the first disciples of Jesus. In John’s Gospel this is a crucial passage. It contains some amazing confessions of faith about Jesus, and some important lessons on what it really means to be his disciple. Jesus is actually still speaking to each of us today, “Come, and you will see.” May God open our hearts to respond to his living word today.

Look at verses 35–36. Just the day before, John the Baptist had said some incredible things about Jesus. He called Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” He said the Holy Spirit had come down on Jesus as a dove and remained on him. He said that Jesus is “God’s Chosen One”—the Son of God. Now this next day, John was at the same place with two of his disciples. This time he just said briefly to them, “Look, the Lamb of God.” He wasn’t just marveling at Jesus again; he was pointing them to go and follow him.

Many people would like to have some followers, or at least some people attached to them—family or close friends. Sometimes people get significance, a sense of security, or even some income from having a following. But John was pointing his followers to leave him and go follow Jesus. It was because this was his mission from God, to bring people to Jesus, the true light (1:6–9). He wasn’t spiritually proud; he knew his limitations. He knew he couldn't really help his disciples because he was not the Messiah (1:20). We need to learn from John to be clear to point people, even those closest to us, to Jesus.

How did the two respond? They didn’t just say, “Oh yeah, there he is again! Cool!” Instead, they started following Jesus. They got the point. It was their first step of faith. They had heard the testimony of a witness, John, and then they acted on it. It must have been a bit scary to leave their beloved Master John to follow this stranger they knew next to nothing about. But they were more attached to the truth of John’s message than to the messenger, John himself. Obviously these two didn’t know Jesus personally yet, but they began following him anyway, with a mustard seed of faith. It tells us that faith isn't mature at first. And faith isn’t just contemplative or speculative—faith involves taking action, based on a message or testimony, and actually moving our hands and feet.

Read verses 38–39. In these two verses we find Jesus’ own first spoken words in John’s Gospel. On the surface this first dialogue between Jesus and two disciples seems rather simple, self-evident and not so significant, but underneath it has deep and profound meaning for us all. We learn some very important lessons on discipleship here.
First, Jesus wants a personal relationship with us. These two men were following behind Jesus. But Jesus wasn’t satisfied with having some impersonal followers behind him. He wanted a personal relationship with them. So he turned around and asked them a question. At first it may seem like he was trying to get rid of them. But actually he was trying to get to know them. Jesus doesn’t want any of us to come to church anonymously and sit back in a corner. He still wants to develop a deep, personal relationship with each one of his followers today. In fact, this is what discipleship is really all about.
Second, Jesus wants us to have the right motive in following him. His question is literally translated, “What are you seeking?” This is the first thing Jesus asks. Of course he knew what was in their hearts, but he asked this to help them sort it out for themselves. Often we don’t know what we want. We go to the store but aren’t sure what to buy. We start a relationship but aren’t sure what we want out of it. We go to college but don’t know what to major in. In these cases, not knowing what we want might be okay at first. But in following Jesus, from the beginning we need to know what we want. So many people in their busy lives don’t stop to think about what they really want in life. But to Jesus, this is most important. During his life some would follow him for his miracles, or for bread, or for healing. In chapter 6 even many disciples left when they didn’t get what they wanted. Today we may call ourselves Christians but be seeking something other than Jesus himself—maybe money or fame, or comfort or pleasure. We may not think so, but we’re all actually seeking something. Jesus wants us to stop and examine our hearts to find out what we really want in following him.
Third, disciples should want to learn all there is to know about Jesus. In response to his question they called him “Rabbi” or “Teacher” and said, “Where are you staying?” At that time the followers of a rabbi would devote themselves to learning everything from him. In the same way these two men were saying they wanted to start learning from Jesus—all about who he really was and what he would teach and how he would live. They were that eager. They really wanted to learn all the truth about Jesus. To be disciples of Jesus today, we’ve still got to be that focused and that interested in really learning of Jesus himself.
Fourth, Jesus wants us to trust him enough to follow him. Only when they had a pure motive to seek the truth and to really know him did Jesus invite them to be his followers. Read verse 39a. “Come.” This one word, "Come," is still an invitation to follow Jesus today. Have you ever seen two people calling to each other, “Come," and neither one budges? Many people want to get Jesus to follow them. But Jesus wants us to follow him. If we want to be in control of everything, we’ll find this hard to do—to really follow Jesus. But this is what discipleship really is—committing to following Jesus, even though we’re not sure where he’s taking us. Some people are faithfully going to a church, but not really following Jesus personally. To follow Jesus always requires personally putting our trust in him and stepping out in faith. 
Jesus also says to us, “…and you will see.” My son was born with a severe eyesight problem and wore thick glasses from age one. Last year he had surgery and finally could see without glasses or contacts anymore. It was really moving. It’s even more moving when we gain spiritual sight. We might take our sight for granted. But Jesus still promises that when we personally follow him, he’ll open our spiritual eyes. We’ll know the truth (8:31–32). We’ll especially see him and really know him in the deepest, most personal sense. We’ll see his glory (1:14b). But to have this kind of spiritual “sight,” we first have to come and follow him by faith.
Fifth, disciples need to commit to spending quality time with Jesus. Read verse 39b. It says “they spent that day with him.” It means they devoted significant time to being with Jesus. To have a relationship with anyone, we've got to commit to spending some time with that person. It can be a friend, a family member or any loved one. It can’t be done through a quickie exchange of words. If we never spend any time together, we won’t have much of a relationship. Sadly even some marriages and families are like this. In this same way, to really get to know Jesus involves investing some personal time, putting aside other things. Jesus isn’t on earth anymore. But we can still spend personal, quality time with him when we devote some time to personal prayer, to personal Bible study, and to personal fellowship with his people (cf. Mt18:20). We need to do these things seeking not some kind of righteousness, but to really get to know Jesus more deeply.

Let’s read verses 38–39 once more. So we learn here that discipleship means developing a real and personal relationship with Jesus. Discipleship requires having the right motive—to seek the truth. Discipleship means being eager to learn all there is to know about Jesus. Discipleship involves a decision of faith to follow Jesus himself. And discipleship requires spending personal, quality time. May God bless each of us here to grow as real disciples of Jesus.

Look at verse 40. Here the author gives a name to one of the first two disciples—Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. But what’s even more important than his name is what he did. Read verses 41–42a. After spending personal time with Jesus, Andrew gained a personal conviction of faith. He was sure he’d found the Messiah. His faith started with hearing John the Baptist’s testimony and acting on it. His faith grew more when he accepted Jesus’ challenge, “Come, and you will see.” And when he spent time with Jesus, it became very obvious to him who Jesus really was. There was no shadow of doubt in his mind. With this conviction of faith the first thing he did was to go to his brother Simon and bring him to Jesus. This brought Andrew’s faith full circle, and he himself became a witness to Jesus, just like John the Baptist was. This is what mature faith looks like—bringing others to the Jesus we’ve come to know and love. Also, Andrew’s witnessing wasn’t obligatory or just a duty—he was actually excited to tell Simon about Jesus. Anyone who meets Jesus personally has the same experience. So evangelism is not just a special gift or an extra Christian duty—it's intrinsic to genuine Christian faith. We don’t need any official title or special training to do it—just a personal relationship with Jesus. And we shouldn’t just be trying to bring people to a church meeting or activity, but to Jesus himself.

Andrew’s simple confession “We have found the Messiah” has a deep meaning for each of us. There are so many false messiahs in this world—not just strange people claiming to be a messiah or savior, but anything or anyone that promises to meet our deepest needs, fulfill our life’s hopes, or that steals our hearts away from Jesus. It could be a person, a job, riches, or any aspiration in this life. Only Jesus is our true Messiah who can satisfy our souls (6:35).

Upon meeting Simon, Jesus immediately gave him a new name, Peter. What does it mean? Jesus didn’t give everyone he met a new name. But when he first encountered him, Jesus saw this man Simon with hope. He didn’t see who Simon was at present, but who he would become—Peter, the rock of his church. Seeing people with hope was one of the greatnesses of Jesus. It’s something that everyone still really responds to—at school, at work, in sports or music. When we see people negatively, they lose interest and despair. But when we see people with hope, they open their hearts and grow. May God help us to learn from Jesus how to see people with hope.

Then Jesus saw a man named Philip. In this man’s case, there was no witness and no dialogue—Jesus just said simply, “Follow me.” Why did he give such a strong directive to him? We can understand when we see Philip’s words about Jesus to his friend Nathanael in verse 45. He was very wordy, whereas Andrew simply said, “We have found the Messiah.” Philip seems to have needed this simple jolt from Jesus to stop talking so much and just follow. Though Philip was so different from Andrew, he became just like Andrew in one sense—he brought someone he knew and cared about to Jesus. Obviously he did that after spending personal time with Jesus. 

Philip’s friend Nathanael was initially negative. Probably it was because Philip had said too many unnecessary things and mentioned that Jesus was from Nazareth. In any case, Philip, after following Jesus simply, was learning to be simple, so he simply told his friend Nathanael, “Come and see.” It was the same invitation Jesus had given Andrew and the other disciple. When people are skeptical about Christianity or about coming to church and raise objections, perhaps it’s best for us to still simply say, “Come and see.”

Jesus also spoke to Nathanael in a unique and personal way. He wasn’t offended that Nathanael had despised his hometown of Nazareth. Rather, Jesus saw Nathanael’s heart—how genuine and truth-seeking he was. Jesus knew what to say to show his deep understanding and help people open their hearts. In this case, he wanted Nathanael to know that he knew all about him, even before Philip had called him. This opened Nathanael’s heart widely, and he made a flip-flop, dramatic confession of faith in Jesus in verse 49. When people say things that show they don’t really understand us, we close our hearts. But when someone says something that shows they truly understand, we open our hearts. We learn from this that we need to learn how to speak to people with deep understanding and with love. Jesus knew Nathanael was still very young in faith. So he promised him that one day he would be able to see a heavenly vision of the Son of Man as the only way to God, the mediator between God and people.

In review, we see in these verses some amazing confessions of faith about Jesus. Jesus is the Lamb of God. Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus is the fulfillment of all that Moses and the Prophets wrote about in the Old Testament. Jesus is the Son of God and the King of Israel. But how can these amazing confessions of faith in Jesus become ours personally? It’s when we start following Jesus by faith and spending time with him. Then we really get to know him personally. We also see in these verses that a wide variety of people became Jesus’ disciples. It tells us that there’s not just one type of person who can be his disciple—all kinds of people can become disciples of Jesus—simple or smart, calculative or speculative. And we see how Jesus helped them individually and built a personal relationship with each one. Jesus is indeed the good shepherd who knows his sheep by name (10:3b,14,27).

So today Jesus is asking each of us, “What do you want? What are you seeking?” And when we really want to know him, he’s inviting us, “Come, and you will see.” May God help us respond to his invitation in faith.
