JESUS HEALS THE OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:43-54, Key Verse: 4:50

1. Read verse 43. To what does “the two days” refer? Why had Jesus stayed for two whole days? (40) How does the author describe the faith of the Samaritans? (41-42) 

2. Where was Jesus going now? (43) What parenthetical comment does the author make? (44) Why does he point this out even before Jesus arrives in Galilee? How is this comment opposite to the Galileans’ seeming welcome of Jesus? (45) What was their real motive in welcoming him? (Compare verse 45 with 2:23-25) 

3. In Galilee, where did Jesus go? What is the significance that he had already performed a miracle there? Locate Cana and Capernaum on a map. Imagine what it was like to be a “royal official.” What was this man’s problem? What did he do? (47) Why is it surprising that he “begged” Jesus? 

4. Read verse 48. What does this tell us about what was on Jesus’ mind in Galilee? How was he training this man? How did the man respond? (49) How was he different from the others who “welcomed” Jesus? What can we learn from him? 

5. Read verse 50a. Why did Jesus not go with the man to Capernaum? (How was this further training?) How could Jesus’ words help this man learn faith? What can we learn here about the kind of faith Jesus wants us to have? 

6. Read verse 50b. How does this illustrate acting based on faith? What did the royal official have to give up and overcome in order to do this? What can we learn from him? 

7. What news did the official receive on his way? (51) How did he react to it? (52) Why did he ask this instead of celebrating? What conclusion did he draw upon learning the time of his son’s healing? (53) What does it mean that he “believed”? (Hadn’t he already believed up to this point?) What does this second “sign” tell us about Jesus?




